SERMON NOTES
Grace Abounding
A Sermon Series through the Book of Galatians
Galatians 5: 13 – 18

The kind of freedom Paul has in mind in Galatians is this: Freedom in your conscience from the crushing condemnation that comes when obedience to it is the source of your _______________.

_________________ is a misunderstanding of the gospel in which a person seeks to take advantage of God’s grace, utilizing it as an opportunity and excuse to sin.

Everyone who ________________, that is habitually without repentance and resistance,  is slave to sin.

“__________________” in verse 13 refers to the sinful nature – present in all people - the want to please self rather than God.  

The believer is not freed to sin but freed ______________ sin.

God’s chief aim and pursuit has always been and will always rightly be His own _____________.

The Spirit will _______________. The battle of the sinful flesh and the battle of the Spirit within the heart of a believer is not a battle  of two strong men who are equally matched. God has promised that His Spirit will overcome (v16).

The freedom that Christ died to give us is not be used to gratify the flesh but rather to serve _____________. 

We use our freedom in Christ to not serve the flesh but rather serve God by: 
 
(1) Correctly understanding the role and purpose of God’s ____________ in our life (v18).
(2) ____________ others (v13-14).

Paul is deeply concerned that the Galatians understand that their obedience to God, while not the means and reason for salvation, is still an important and _______________ part of the genuine believer’s life.

The commands of God do one primary thing for us: drive us to ____________ by showing our inability to keep them.

The commands that God gave in the Old Testament along with the commands that Jesus and others gave in the New Testament are reflective of and flowing from God’s heart and character.  He still desires our obedience to these commands, not as the source of our righteousness but as the   ______________ of it.

Obedience to God’s commands is not the root of salvation but rather the ______________.

The key is understanding the difference between _______________ and _________________, that is to say what we already are and what we are becoming in Christ.

_________________ in Jesus is the means by which God becomes 100 percent for us. 

Justification is the work of God that declares the believer as holy and righteous before Him (positionally). Sanctification is a process of the work of God that ____________________ a believer to actually become holy and righteous (progressively) in their life.

Sanctification is growing out of the old ways into the _______________ ones.

We _______________ because God works in us. We will and do because God is willing and doing. We press on to make holiness in our life our own because Christ Jesus has made us His own. 

The _________________ of God that justifies is the same grace of God that sanctifies.

The believer who is by faith in Christ does not experience the absence to obey what God has commanded in their life but rather they experience the enabling power of God to ______________ them.

Those who are in Christ are most ________________ when they understand the right place and role of God’s commands following them as tracks that He has given us in His word - not in order to earn God’s grace but as an outworking of it in our lives.  

We are to use our freedom in Christ not to serve the flesh but rather to serve God by: serving______________.  

Believers ____________ _______________ in the freedom that Christ has given us against the enemy of license by serving others.

Our spiritual growth is directly linked to God and ___________ ________________. 



Blanks: righteousness; License; practices; Flesh; from; glory; win; God; commands & Serving; critical; Jesus; outworking; fruit; justification & sanctification; Faith; transforms; new; work; grace; obey; free; others; stand 
firm; one another;  

Congregational Scripture Reading – 1 John 3: 4 - 8

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him.  Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 


